
In the heat of Saturday evening Skipton swimmers headed to Guiseley for the 

Airedale & Wharfedale Swimming Association Gala 2 at Aireborough Leisure Centre.  

There was a large number of entries at the Gala and some high quality swimming on 

display.  In the girls 9/10 2L breastroke event Gabrielle O'Toole, Niamh Mirfield and 

Amelia Nelson made the final with Niamh claiming the bronze medal and Gabrielle 

finishing in fourth.  Amelia was unfortunately disqualified however put in a fine 

performance.  Bethany Lilley, in a straight final,  finished in fourth place in the girls 15 

yrs/over 4 x 2 IM. 

 

 

Benjamin Housley reached the final of 

the boys 15 yrs/over 4 x 2 IM, 

swimming well he won the silver medal.  

Benjamin (pictured left) also reached 

the final of the mens open 2L 

backstroke and for the second year 

running won the Hunter Trophy and 

took the gold medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the girls 11/12 yrs 2L butterfly 11 year old  

Hannah Raistrick and Abi Newton (12) 

qualified for the final.  Skipton finished in the 

top two spots, Hannah finished in first place 

taking the gold medal and the Shackleton 

Cup and Abi took silver. 

 



 

 

 

 

In the equivalent event for the 11/12 year 

old boys Skipton took the first two places 

again.  Twelve year old Ethan Camsey 

won receiving the Dexter Trophy with Luke 

Midgley taking the silver medal.  Matthew 

Housley also reached the final finishing 

5th. 

 

 

 

Other individual medallists were Jessica Smith-Green who finished 3rd in a high 

quality girls 13/14 yrs 4L freestyle event.  In the same event for the boys, Toby 

Barlow and James Field both qualified for the final, Toby finishing in fourth place with 

James finishing 6th. 

With over forty competitors in the ladies open 2L backstroke event two Skipton 

swimmers did exceptionally well to qualify for the final.  In a close race, Ellie Phillip 

(13) finished fourth and Jessica Smith Green (13) finished 6th. 

In the girls 9/10 yrs 4 x 1 Medley Team Skipton A consisting of Gabrielle O'Toole, 

Amelia Nelson, Megan Baines and Niamh Mirfield finished in silver medal position all 

putting in fine swims and the Skipton B team, Rosie Guest, Jessica Van-Beek, Ella 

Bardget and Molly Middleton finished in a creditable fourth place. 

The boys 13/14 years 4 x 2 freestyle team, Toby Barlow, Jack Cooper, Dylan 

Ainsworth and James Field finished in the silver medal position. 

All the swimmers did tremendously well (and the helpers and parents!) given the 

very hot, humid conditions on Saturday evening. 

 

 


